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Gilgamesh & Like Water for Chocolate Exam
Mandatory Question
Examine and evaluate the validity of Campbell’s three phases of the journey in Like Water for Chocolate and Gilgamesh: departure, fulfillment & return. Are all three parts necessary to complete the hero’s journey? Explain. 
Answer 
	The three phases of the hero’s journey as presented by Campbell in Like Water for Chocolate and Gilgamesh is valid. Campbell has presented a story regarding a hero who he referred to as a hero having a thousand faces. The hero's journey is composed of three distinct parts that include departure, initiation, and return. Campbell referred to the departure stage as an adventure where a person departs completely from the known world. Some of the examples in the novel are where Luke Skywalker is leaving his home to help Obi-Wan in saving the princess. Neo also gets unplugged completely from the matrix through the assistance of Morpheus and the crew. Second, at the initiation state; the here is faced with several tribulations and trials. The person gets tested in skill, battle, and conflict. However, here is not expected to succeed in every action taken but must be consistent in pressing on. Finally, having endured the trials; the hero is expected to return home and is never the same. For instance, Luke becomes a Jedi and makes peace with the past at the return stage. The journey is typical to what people go through in their daily lives and therefore necessary for one to complete the journey.
Choose Two Gilgamesh Questions 
Question 1
How are Enkidu and Gilgamesh characterized at the beginning of the story? How is Enkidu changed? How does he, in turn, affect Gilgamesh? What does this change for both characters symbolize? 
Answer
	At the beginning of the story, Enkindu appears to resemble a wild beast that roams any particular plain thereby disrupted the prey of the trappers. However, Enkindu later changes to become a person that Gilgamesh can confide in. The change made by Enkindu affects Gilgamesh by enabling him to have a person he trusts and subsequently confides in leading him into making constructive decisions in life. The change witnessed in the two characters symbolizes what is seen as the turning point of the story and the two are expected to make changes in their thought process.
Question 3
Washing, purifying, and changes of clothes often play important roles in rites of passage. Where do these activities occur in the Gilgamesh? What significance do you think they have? 
Answer
	The issue relating to the washing, purifying, and subsequent changing of the clothes took place at the end of the novel the author states, “took Gilgamesh and led him to the washing-place, he washed his long hair as clean as snow in the water, he threw off his skins, which the sea carried away, and showed the beauty of his body. He renewed the fillet on his forehead, and to cover his nakedness gave him clothes which would show no sign of age but would war like a new garment till he reached his city.” The quote indicates the significance the issues had concerning washing away any unwanted past and subsequently starting from a new page. More specifically, Gilgamesh is expected to start a new journey home by washing off his past and making a fresh beginning. In a nutshell, the process relates to the hero’s journey discussed in the novel. 
Choose Two like Water for Chocolate Questions
Question 4
 Discuss the magical properties of food and cooking in this book. In what way is food a central metaphor in the novel—what does it represent? 
Answer
	Throughout the story, food and cooking are incorporated to represent a family, the various aspects of nourishment, as well as the traditions that are passed from one generation to the other. The recipe provided for the Christmas rolls, a recipe that is presented first within the novel and the one prepared by Tita’s niece on the last page present an obvious example. The relationship that exists between family tradition and food is precise and clear that at some point Gertrudis states that in case Tita and the recipes she presented disappeared from the earth, "the family's past would die with her." 
Food also presents a symbol of the dangers and pleasures of life reinstating the belief by Tita stating that "the joy of living was wrapped up in the delights of food." However, food is used in the novel as a metaphor for love, sex, hope, longing, and happiness. The symbolism cannot be missed due to the use of realism. For example, the rose petal sauce became a medium through which Tita and Pedro via Gertrudis have an increasingly charged sexual encounter. 
Question 6
Compare the two male figures—Pedro and John Brown. What is each of the men's relationship with Tita? Why does she make the choice she does?
Answer
	The novel presents two men who are vying for the attention of the lady, Tita. Doctor John Brown is seeking the establishment of a relationship that is founded in trust and love. However, Pedro is focused on a relationship based on sexual attraction and lustful intention. Taking the reasons behind their attraction to Tita, it is clear that Dr. Brown is the most suitable for Tita. Tita makes her decision based on the emotions and feelings towards the two men. 	
Bonus Question 
What do both Gilgamesh and Like Water for Chocolate portray the nature of men and women? What does this suggest about the nature of men and women today?
Answer
Like Water for Chocolate and Gilgamesh portray the nature of men like that which is domineering and cunning. The medicine men and the witch doctors are presented as the high priest that is ranked in the society. On the other hand, the women in the stories are portrayed as the source of the existence of unhappiness among the people in society. The notion shows the nature of men as that of masculinity and chauvinist while that of women is presented as feminist and victimized. 

	
